
a year in review



2020 was no ordinary year, and this is no ordinary annual report. 

Looking back on the past year, it'd be easy to write it off as a time fraught with never-ending challenges and
disappointment. And while there's certainly truth to that, we also found through these challenges so much to be grateful for.
Most notably, this year showed us just how vital these urban parks are to the community we serve. While the world sought
shelter from the pandemic, these cherished outdoor spaces served as a respite from a worrisome world, a place to breathe
freely and connect with nature under very unnatural circumstances. 
 

Steps were taken to support the most vulnerable members of our community, as we did everything in our power to continue
providing critical resources - public restrooms, free electricity access, potable water, and space to socially distance - to
those experiencing homelessness. We developed an online platform to support our longtime and much-loved program
partners, giving them needed exposure and support to their businesses and organizations as they navigated these
unchartered waters. And, we danced. Thousands joined us from afar as we presented filmed performances of 10 hired
local dance groups and celebrated with us in the installation of a temporary interactive mural in conjunction with our
National Dance Day GSO event.
 

No doubt there were huge hurdles to overcome. We were forced to suspend all in-person programs and special events,
resulting in lost revenue in the form of sponsorships and park rentals, and forcing us to significantly reduce our expenses
and conserve resources. Even still, responsible stewardship and thinking outside the box allowed us to weather the storm.
Despite the rough ride that 2020 surely gave us all, we look back and are grateful for the lessons learned, and we carry
these lessons with hope into the year ahead.

the year that taught us just how much to be grateful for



10 THINGS WE'RE

GRATEFUL FOR

FROM 2020



We all have people who have made this year
more bearable - a faraway friend, a loved one
you leaned on, a coworker you commiserated
with. At the downtown parks, it is the people
working tirelessly side by side in service to
this community that we are most grateful for: 
Rob Overman | Executive Director
Amanda Miller | Director of Programs & Marketing
Latasha Watts | Director of Business Finance
Justin Leonard | Director of Facilities
Ganisha Baker | Asst. Director of Programs &
Marketing 
Eleanor Hatch | Marketing & Community
Engagement Intern
Michelle, Brandon, Kelly, & Spencer | Park
Ambassadors

OUR TEAM
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HEALTH

INCOME EXPENSE

If the physical health of our community has been top of mind for us all this year, financial wellness was only just behind. For
nonprofits like us, the economic impact of Covid-19 on our fundraising efforts has been immense. More than ever, fiscal stewardship
was paramount to our organization's very survival. By pivoting to a more grants-based model, coupled with a dramatic reduction in
expenses, we were able to finish 2020 financially prepared to look at a gradual return to regular operations for the year ahead. 



STILLNESS

FOCUS

In the year that we would have reached
our 1 Millionth visitor, the parks fell quiet.
And while we missed hearing the 

laughter in the Children's Garden and music from the stage,
through the stillness we appreciated more than ever before
the natural beauty of this urban oasis. In 2020, the parks
rested, awaiting the return of our community, of you. 

And in this moment of stillness, our team
took the gift of time to focus on identifying
projects to make your parks even better
for your return - making repairs,
enhancing natural horticulture, enriching
the sensory experience of the landscape.



PARTNERS

For the last four years, we have partnered with hundreds of local performers, artists, educators, advocates, and more to
bring free programming to the community. When this public health crisis forced us to cancel in-person programming and
events, our partners worked with us to creatively pivot to online programming through a new blog. Since the blog's inception
in April, these virtual programs have garnered over 10,400 participants. 



CENTERING JUSTICE

On June 7, 2020, the downtown parks saw their largest one-
day event in the Blackout NC demonstration in LeBauer
Park. When the community needed to come together most,
centering justice for Black Lives and demanding equity for
all people, they came to the park. Over 9,000 people joined
together that day in the park, and countless others have
continued in the pursuit of change in our city and beyond.
Not a moment, but a movement, events from the Summer of
2020 have spurred our organization to continue making
space for progress as a core tenet of placemaking,
centering community voice and justice for all. 



NEW WAYS OF COMING TOGETHER

Finding new ways to come together,
even when we've had to be apart
was the impetus for a creative 

reenvisioning of National Dance Day GSO.
Over 10,000 of you celebrated with us from
home through filmed performances of local
dancers in the parks. A temporary mural 

was installed at the stage in LeBauer,
capturing the spirit of this event as a
prompt for creative expression through
movement.



FRIENDSHIP

Friends of the Park continually provide critical support to our
work in these vital urban greenspaces. In 2020, a creative
pivot to a virtual Friendsgiving celebration coupled with a
strategic push in online giving resulted in over $44,000 in
individual donations, helping us gain strengthened footing
as we move into the year ahead. 



MOMENTS OF JOY







R E S I L I E N C E
2020 has perhaps been one of the hardest years of a
generation, and while there's still a long road ahead for
collective recovery, the resilience we've seen in our
community deserves a rousing applause. Join us in wishing
this year a fond farewell (or a resounding good riddance!) and
celebrate with hopeful hearts as we look to 2021. 



30,269 Facebook followers (+1,341)

5,312 Instagram followers (+1,327)
 
3,526 Twitter followers (+48)

42,720 website users & 82,800 unique page views

6,812 newsletter subscribers (+65)

52 news & lifestyle features

65,539 Visitors, compared to 253,950 in 2019

26 Park Rental Events, compared to 60 in 2019

234 Virtual Program Activations, compared to 462 Public

Program Activations in 2019

10,491 Blog Readers, compared to 26,572 Program

Participants in 2019

24 Active Program Partners, compared to 32 in 2019

10,406 Participants of National Dance Day GSO

10 Paid Local Dancers, 2 Paid Artists for Mural Project

45 Local Musicians featured on Park Arts Playlists 

2020 AT A GLANCE

Become a Friend of the Park or renew
your support for as little as $5/month,

or give what you can by visiting
greensborodowntownparks.org/support

and help our organization make
preparations for a return to more

regular operations in 2021.

YOUR SUPPORT

GOES A LONG

WAY IN 2021



OUR MISSION is to serve as the executive management of Greensboro's
downtown parks, focusing on public activation, maintenance, financial 
well-being and overall vitality. 

Kyle Davis | Board Chair
Nasha McCray | Vice Chair
Ashley Madden | Treasurer
Jeff Smith | Secretary
Walker Sanders | At Large 

Alexa Aycock | Carl Brower Jr. | Larry Burnett | Stacy Calfo | Dawn Chaney |
Manny Clark | Melissa Greer | Emily Hinton | Rosemary Kenerly | Gene LeBauer |
Byron Loflin | Kim Martin | Bret Mazzei | Vanessa McCutchen | Hillary Meredith |
Justin Outling | Cecelia Thompson | Tammi Thurm | Justin Washington | 
Chris Wilson

w w w . g r e e n s b o r o d o w n t o w n p a r k s . o r g  

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Greensboro Downtown Parks, Inc. @greensborodowntownparks @GDParksInc

2020 SPONSORS

Joseph M. Bryan Foundation |
Downtown Greensboro, Inc. | 
Lincoln Financial | VF
Corporation | Brooks Pierce |  
UNC Greensboro | Kontour 
Brands | LeBauer Healthcare |
Community Foundation of Greater
Greensboro's Public Art
Endowment | The Weaver
Foundation | ArtsGreensboro


